Baxter
INT [00:08]: Right, so. I know you’re 15.
Baxter [00:12]: Yeah.
INT [00:12]: We’ve said that. So what Order are you on?
Baxter [00:17]: Muffled Order. No, no. Not that, Burglary. I think.
INT [00:23]: Right, but can you remember what you were given. So when you would have gone to court, so that would have been the offence. You know when you went to court, did they give you… there’s lots of different Order’s you might have been on so…
Baxter [00:35]: The one which is… when I was on, when I was at Arts College… well, I don’t know what it was called, but it was for criminal damage and assault, so I don’t know what that’d be called. 
INT [00:45]: Right. Sometimes you might have been on like… they might… so the first time you go to court, they might give you a Referral Order…
Baxter [00:51]: Yeah that was it. A Referral Order. 
INT [00:53]: And what… are you still on a Referral Order? Or have you got something else?
Baxter [00:56]: I’ve… I’m on a Referral Order, then I’m on the Drug Order, the… what’s it called? It’s got a name? I forgot. It’ll come to me in a minute.
INT [01:15]: Alright, let me know when you remember. So I mean, or it could have been a YRO. So YRO is a Youth Rehabilitation Order. People who are on that, they do give them right, yeah… there’s a variety… I can ask your worker, she’ll know.
Baxter [01:30]: Mmm.
INT [01:31]: Can you remember how long you were given?
Baxter [01:33]: Eight month.
INT [01:34]: Eight months, okay. And who do you live with at home?
Baxter [01:38]: My mum and dad.
INT [01:40]: And have you got any brothers and sisters?
Baxter [01:42]: Four sisters.
INT [01:43]: Four sisters. 
Baxter [01:44]: Mmm.
INT [01:46]: And how old are they?
Baxter [01:49]: I always forget this. 12. One’s 12, one’s 16, one’s eight, and one’s six. 
INT [01:58]: Right. So they’re all still at home then.
Baxter [02:00]: Yeah. Well, Chera’s moving out when she’s 16, and the rest of muffled.
INT [02:07]: Yeah, so you’ve got busy house.
Baxter [02:10]: Yeah.
INT [02:11]: Girl overload. Alright. And what about are you at school at the moment?
Baxter [02:17]: It’s alright.
INT [02:18]: But you go?
Baxter [02:19]: Yeah I go. 
INT [02:20]: So what type of school are you in?
Baxter [02:22]: Like a behaviour school. 
INT [02:26]: Right and so that’s a bit… so does that mean you are excluded from…
Baxter [02:29]: Normal school, mainstream. 
INT [02:30]: Yeah. So, yeah you were. Yeah and what was that for?
Baxter [02:35]: Fighting.
INT [02:37]: So how much education do you get at this other one? ‘Cos it’s sometimes it’s not as much as…
Baxter [02:43]: You don’t get as much as you do at Mainstream But. They have to be a bit more lenient with us because we’re… we’re not…  we’re a bit naughty so, they’re a bit more lenient. But we still learn a lot. 
INT [02:56]: Okay. So what classes do you have? Do you have the same amount as you would do in a mainstream school…
Baxter [03:01]: No.
INT []: …or…
Baxter [03:02]: I have four lessons a day – maths, English, maths, English. And then science two times a week. And then the rest is it, the rest just sport Monday, Tuesday and Friday is sport. And the other three days is just normal lessons. So I don’t do like history…
INT [03:18]: Geography…
Baxter [03:18]: Geography, R.E, anything like that. Just doing like the main subjects.
INT [03:24]: Right, okay. And is the idea behind that, that you’ll do your GCSE’s next year?
Baxter [03:29]: Yeah but, you can choose to do like; hair and beauty and health and social care, but that… no one does that, so it’s hard for them to like create a lesson around it. 
INT [03:40]: Right and so what do you want to do?
Baxter [03:42]: I want to be a Social Worker. But I just I picked sport because, they couldn’t at the time, I’d be like the only person, apart from another one, who wanted to do it, so… they said there was no… well obviously there was a point in doing it, but they said it would be too hard for them to work around and that, so.
INT [03:58]: Yeah, I think if you’re just doing it one person, that’s like, that is one to one and it’s not very enjoyable for… it wouldn’t be enjoyable for you, if it’s just, yeah.
Baxter [04:08]: Mmm.
INT [04:09]: Yeah. One of one session. Okay so but how many… so you’ve said but that’s five days a week. So some of those you do sports, and then you’ve got your main lessons.
[Phone interruption, asks permission to answer].
INT [04:43]: Right, okay. So, I asked you then about the Arts project. We might come back to education what you want to do… well we will do in the future. So how long have you been in that school?
Baxter [04:56]: About a year. Coming onto a year it’s like this… like time.
INT [05:02]: So you would have been perm… what so permanently excluded at what 14? So year…
Baxter [05:08]: Years muffled.
INT [05:09]: Nine, or eight?
Baxter [05:11]: No. I’m in year 11 now. So year ten.
INT [05:14]: Year ten.
Baxter [05:16]: So you started… you would have started your GCSE’s at a main stream school and then moved over?
INT [05:21]: Yeah.
Baxter [05:22]: Yeah.
INT [05:23]: Okay. Right, so. As I said, so all the Arts project have to do that, so. They’re all given some money and they’ve got to do… the three different things. But what they… so the art that they do is different. So each place has… so I’ve been to places where the only thing that they’ve done is music. I’ve been to other places where it’s all been very art based. Like when I say art…
Baxter [05:48]: Drawing.
INT [05:48]: …like drawing. I’ve been to others where they’ve done, like maybe a bit more dancing, or poetry, like so it’s all… it, yeah it’s all varied. So how do Walsall do it? So what have… what did you do for…
Baxter [06:01]: Well… muffled… we had at one point, we had, at one point we had a guy doing music with us. And then we did all this art. Then we did more about the art, like looking in depth about the art, and looking at the different artists and who made it. We looked at Banksy I think it… Banksy a lot. And then, we was yeah we just went through to like art galleries, and then we made… at the end of it on the last day, like he finished ‘em all, we just got all our work that we did and put it in an art gallery for a day, and then yeah, it was alright. 
INT [06:39]: Right, so would you say that you are quite arty?
Baxter [06:43]: Nah not arty no. Quite creative, but not arty, muffled.
INT [06:48]: Okay. So what do you think… yeah I was going to say what’s the difference then between the two then if I said, creative and… so what does being creative mean to you? And what does being arty mean to you?
Baxter [06:57]: Like, I’ve… I think outside like, I don’t really think… I think a bit outside the box usually, I don’t… I don’t like do the normal stuff, I’m a bit different to everyone else. So, I’d say that as creative because, everyone else was doing paintings and then I was doing my painting. But they was drawing like people, and then I was drawing like, not… I wasn’t doing a painting, I was doing like squiggles. I can’t really concentrate on one thing, so I just do whatever comes to me head first.
INT [07:33]: It’s a bit more like abstract.
Baxter [07:34]: Yeah that’s it.
INT [07:35]: Yeah. So do you think that’s good then about art that you can do that?
Baxter [07:41]: I don’t know ‘cos people who like drawings and that, they need to think about it don’t they? But I can’t really think about things for long so I get distracted, so I don’t know if it’s a good thing or a bad thing. But, more…. probably more bad ‘cos I can’t really draw as much.  I can’t draw like peoples or anything ‘cos I just get bored but I like it just the same. 
INT [08:01]: Mmm huh. No but if you asked me to draw… if we were to draw now something to… and I tried to draw a dog, or a horse – you wouldn’t be able to tell that that’s what it was. ‘Cos I can’t draw. But I might say that I’m quite creative, so I might be able to like put different colours together or, yeah. Do you know what I mean?  
Baxter [08:22]: Yeah.
INT [08:24]: I don’t know how to describe it any better. So how did you find then the process of drawing? So did you… so you said you had to do some drawing, so how did you find it? So you said you didn’t do…
[bookmark: _GoBack]Baxter [08:33]: I couldn’t do it at first, but they helped me do it. They… d’you know what, everyone in the thing that was there, was real good at like helping me, and giving me tips on how to like, help me draw.  So, I…. that, it was a bit easier because I had the help like. ‘Cos everyone was real nice about it, so if I did something wrong they wouldn’t have a go at you. They’d not treat you as if you got it wrong, then it was like… they said something like… I don’t know, it was a real good… I like everyone here. And they helped me through loads of stuff like the drawings and that, what I couldn’t do. They was like supportive on it. So if I did something wrong, they wouldn’t class it as a bad thing, they’d class it as a good thing as learning sort of thing, which I liked, because I don’t like people telling me that I’m wrong. But they didn’t tell me that I was wrong, they helped me correct it instead, which I felt was better
INT [09:32]: But I suppose with something like art, there’s not necessary a right or wrong is there? So I could… we could both draw that, and then I could draw it in one way and you could draw it in the other. But it’s… you know how you view things, it’s different isn’t it to like different people.
Baxter [09:47]: Yeah.
INT [09:51]: Yeah. Okay. So they didn’t… they never said that you were wrong, and they just… so they said it was more like what you learnt from your mistakes…
Baxter [09:59]: Yeah.
INT [09:59]: …or…? I was a…
Baxter [10:01]: Yeah. They were just real good at being nice. I don’t know. Can’t describe it but they helped me do drawings and that. 
INT [10:14]: Right, so what type of drawings did you have to do? So you said something about…
Baxter [10:17]: We had to do some… want stuff like Banksy.
INT [10:19]: Banksy, yeah.
Baxter [10:21]: Like mixing and matching colours and doing it like… real different, and we did another one but I can’t remember his name. Which was more like… It wasn’t an actual picture, it were just like… splatters and squiggles and stuff, but. We did loads of different things.
INT [10:44]: So the stuff like which was splatters and squiggles, is that your more you’re type of art?
Baxter [10:47]: That was more me, yeah. ‘Cos I can’t draw muffled.  But it’s still art isn’t it?
INT [10:51]: Splatters and squiggles.
Baxter [10:52]: Yeah.
INT [10:53]: So how do you best learn then? ‘Cos you said that right at the start that…
Baxter [10:57]: I learn by doing it myself. I’d rather… I’d rather do it myself load of times and get better at it than someone telling me, and go through it step-by-step. I don’t like people telling me what to do, so… I kind of like making my own way there.
INT [11:14]: Okay. So, how did you find out about the Arts scheme? So, if you’re on a Referral Order – did that mean you didn’t have to do it?
Baxter [11:22]: No I didn’t have to do it, no. I saw it as a chance to just keep me out of trouble a bit. ‘Cos when I’m out, I’ve… I don’t any more, but I used to get in a bit of trouble, so I thought; “yeah, it’ll… I’m in somewhere where I won’t get any trouble, and I’m actually doing something good for myself” – ‘cos they said the certificates and that can go on my CV, to show that I’ve like done loads of stuff. Like it’ll help me out with my future and that, so I thought, I might as well because… it was only 10:00am ‘til 3:00pm, I don’t go out ‘til like 6:00pm anyway, so.
INT [12:09]: So it wasn’t that much of a taking you away from your freedom during the summer?
Baxter [12:13]: Nah. I think it was better than being out. I kind of enjoyed it. ‘Cos when we went to the museums and stuff and like went to this big museum – that was quite good ‘cos I’ve never really been to one before. So it was like a new experience for me as well. 
INT [12:29]: Okay. Would you go to one again?
Baxter [12:33]: I wouldn’t go to one again, ‘cos it was… it was a bit boring, but it was just… I don’t know, quite nice to walk round.
Baxter [12:57]: Yeah there was so… we was outside, it was an art park and there was… there was about like, well too many things to even look at. Which I thought… and some of them was like real good, and that’s what I ba… we was like basing our arts on, cos when we went to go visit that, we started doing designs and like… on the thing we’ve seen.
INT [13:15]: Okay. Right, so you enjoyed that going round, ‘cos there was loads of stuff to look at and it was new.
Baxter [13:22]: Mmm (agrees).
INT [13:25]: So did you have to do, then do some… but you wouldn’t necessarily go again? 
Baxter [13:30]: No I wouldn’t go again. It was just a good experience – that’s it 
INT [13:34]: Would you go to a different gallery, if it was somewhere else? Or just not that one?
Baxter [13:39]: I don’t really like galleries, but I kind of liked that one. I wouldn’t go again though. I have better things to do than go to galleries. They’re a bit thingy, but… it was good that I went with these, ‘cos it was better than like… we want doing the same thing every day, it were just… and it was just good to go out somewhere else.
INT [13:59]: Yeah. So what do you think you would have been doing if you’d not been doing Arts project? So what… what does your, what would your summer look like do you think? If you’d not been here?
Baxter [14:12]: Nowt. Just going round just doing… getting… doing stupid things, getting in trouble like I did. Like, I got… I used to get in a lot of trouble, but then I…
INT [14:22]: So what would you have been doing the previous summer? So when you say getting in trouble, what type of stuff?
Baxter [14:26]: Like, I just do like stupid things like… throwing stones at like… throwing stones at windows, getting chased, causing trouble, stealing. And then, this it was like a… I think coming to Caster Centre, like all together, has helped me out with my anger for one, and made me realise that getting into trouble not even for good or, in good or clever, it just makes you more… it makes you a better person from there I think. It’s made me better anyways.
INT [14:58]: Okay. So why… do you think anything to do with summer arts made you less angry?
Baxter [15:03]: Yeah ‘cos when I was drawing and stuff, it give me someat to like concentrate on… like, I can’t really concentrate on things, but when… it made me actually put my mind to stuff a bit more that what I would like usual. D’you know like at school when you’re doing your work and you can’t do it?
INT [15:20]: Mmm huh.
Baxter [15:21]: And the teachers just go; “oh just, get on with it.” And they just… I don’t know, I can’t describe it but, I liked it.
INT [15:29]: Right, so at you, at school you might have been like what quite frustrated…
Baxter [15:33]: Yeah.
INT [15:33]: …and then that would make you angry, but then you…
Baxter [15:35]: Yeah but I can’t get angry in here because, there’s nothing to get angry at. ‘Cos everyone’s nice.
INT [15:40]: So everyone’s nice, and what you’re doing is quite, what almost relaxing I suppose, is it?
Baxter [15:43]: Yeah, yeah it was a bit to be fair. ‘Cos, when I was doing the squiggles, I wasn’t really concentrating, I was just doing whatever come to my head first, which helped me a little bit because… everyone else was doing drawing of things, and I was doing squiggles and I kind of enjoyed it because, I was sat there being quiet. I don’t really get, I never usually am quiet, I’m quite loud usually, so that was a big thing for me, I bet my teachers at the school won’t believe it!
INT [16:07]: So is that quite rare for you then to sit down and actually be focused on like one thing and…
Baxter [16:11]: Yeah.
INT [16:11]: …not really have to think about it?
Baxter [16:13]: It gives me something to be proud of as well when I finished it. ‘Cos, I given some of my mum that… she said it was good.
INT [16:19]: That’s good, right. So what about… so I’ll come back to that bit about being proud and the certificates and stuff. But what about the… so you said that you went to the sculpture park and you came back and you did some stuff here, so did you do some sculpture as well?
Baxter [16:34]: Yeah we did sculpture and… we did… I think it was a… not Banksy, something else. But, they made like a big gold sculpture, and like loads of… it want like one thing, it was like a squiggly thing, and like… and there was loads of like plates stuck on top of each other in like different places, so it… muffled made that, then we did… we made(d) another one. We just made two different sculptures which we’d seen at the park, which we all chose which ones, and then, we come back, one of them was in clay, and the other one was in cardboard, whatever we pick. They’re downstairs I think still, but, then they painted the cardboard, and then we did these big boards, spray painting boards as well, like graffiti art. Went through all the different types of art, like sculptures, graffiti, like just loads. It was…
[Interruption]
INT [17:29]: So graffiti art, sculptures…
Baxter [17:32]: And then just normal art. And then, like the splatter one. 
INT [17:37]: And what was your favourite out of all of them?
Baxter [17:39]: The splatter one. 
INT [17:40]: Splatter.
Baxter [17:41]: And like the, like just the random ones.
INT [17:45]: So would you do it again if you had the choice?
Baxter [17:49]: I’d do Arts College again. ‘Cos it kept me out of trouble, give me something to do in the like six-weeks holidays, while I… ‘cos I would have just been sat home otherwise, doing nothing. And then it give me something to work towards like, the certificates and stuff, to make my mum happy. ‘Cos I’m not… it want just for me to… it want just for me to make myself happy, it was to show my mum that I actually do want to change and not be naughty. So it was good for me and my mum
INT [18:18]: Right, okay. So did she come to you said that you did an exhibition?
Baxter [18:23]: She couldn’t come ‘cos she had things to do. But she would have done. My sister was going to come, but she couldn’t come – she was at college. My dad was at work, so no one could really come. But, I rang her and I told her and I took the pictures home so.
INT [18:37]: Oh right, so she did get to see some of the stuff that you would, you were doing.
Baxter [18:40]: Yeah I took pictures muffled. 
INT [18:42]: Right. And what did you said that she thought of it?
Baxter [18:47]: She said it was good. The fact that I’m, actually put my mind to something and not doing stupid stuff, like she’s said that I’m always… she used to think that I couldn’t… she didn’t obviously, she obviously like believed in me as kid. But, she didn’t like think, I never do anything like this. She thought I’m just too lazy. So, it just showed her that like, I actually do care, and want to change. ‘Cos I think there’s that… Arts College helped me with loads.  
INT [19:15]: Right, so from what you’re saying about you’re mum, it wasn’t just that she looked at the pictures and she thought you’d done some good pictures, it was more about the fact that you’d stuck at something, you’d come here, you’d kept out of trouble, that type of thing.
Baxter [19:27]: Yeah. What I wouldn’t usually do.
INT [19:29]: So do you think it helped you get on better with her at all?
Baxter [19:32]: Yeah. The Arts Co… yeah, because, every time I got home, usually I go mmmm, but when I come back from Arts College; “well done for staying, well done for like not kicking off – being calm.” I did do it twice, I ended up getting angry twice but that weren’t at the staff, at the kids. ‘Cos I don’t really like, I don’t like a lot of people. So, she were just happy the fact that I was being good. 
[20:00] My mum’d wasn’t… if it was up to my mum, she’d want me there every single day, ‘cos she thought muffled.
INT [20:06]: So, she can say; “made you nicer, made you better” – so she could see a difference.
Baxter [20:10]: Yeah.
INT [20:11]: Right, so just go back to what you just said then. So you said you got angry, you said you don’t sometimes get on with people…
Baxter [20:18]: Yeah.
INT [20:20]: …but, so you… and you said; “we chose this sculpture, and we chose this” – so who were the other… so who’s “we”? So who else were you doing it with?
Baxter [20:27]: This Alex. That was… he was the one I had an argument with – Alex. We had Kyle, this Jamie Dent, Stuart someat…. Peter, a few others.
INT [20:47]: So they’re all boys?
Baxter [20:48]: Yeah, they’re all boys.
INT [20:49]: Right and did you know any of them before you went on?
Baxter [20:52]: None of them.
INT [20:53]: Really?
Baxter [20:54]: Yeah.
INT [20:55]: So how did you find then? Because did they know each other?
Baxter [20:58]: N… I don’t, I don’t know, I think they did. But I didn’t get a long with none of the other lads…
INT [21:06]: Didn’t you?
Baxter [21:06]: …like, no.
INT [21:07]: So why’s that then?
Baxter [21:08]: ‘Cos they’re all queers. Gays. Didn’t like any of them. I’d sooner, ‘cos I don’t like I know like. I… he didn’t know me, but – I knew him. 
INT [21:19]: What by reputation?
Baxter [21:20]: Yeah. I know he’s a bit of an idiot. So, I didn’t like him. That Alex I didn’t know, but I thought he might be alright. But then he turned out to be an idiot, so I just… argued with him. That little Jamie was the only one which I actually… I didn’t like him, but I, I didn’t not like him but I didn’t like him. And then there was Peter. There was this other kid as well with a lisp, but I can’t remember his name and he was… he was a good alright one. The rest of them were just muppets.
INT [21:52]: But even if you thought they were muppets did you still have to work with them?
Baxter [21:54]: Yeah I had to. 
INT [21:55]: Right. So do you think that’s helped you at all?
Baxter [22:00]: No. Working with them didn’t me, I’d rather work on my own and do it all on my own. ‘Cos all they was doing was holding up the time and that they… they didn’t want to get on with the work like I do, ‘cos I went to do… actually do something while I was there. ‘Cos I’m not sitting there 10 ‘til, like 12 ‘til 3 or something, or whatever time it was – doing nothing. That’s what they wanted to do. I actually wanted to do something. ‘Cos I thought, coming here will help me, but they were just taking the piss and being all like messing about, not getting on with the work, which means I couldn’t get on with mine. ‘Cos we all working together to do thingy, so.
INT [22:37]: But do you think it’s helped you be any more in terms of patient with people working in group. ‘Cos even though, you’ve said that you didn’t really, they were the pits and you didn’t necessarily agree with what they were doing, I’m presuming you just still managed to get your head down, and you did it. So is that a skills do you think that you’ve learnt?
Baxter [22:56]: Yeah a bit. Like sometimes you have to put up with people you don’t like. Yeah it kind of helped me with that, but not a lot. So I only stick to people that I, like I know. I don’t like… I can meet new people, but I don’t really like meeting new people. 
INT [23:11]: Mmm huh. I mean it sounds like you’ve managed to work for three weeks with people that you didn’t necessarily get on with, so quite, that’s quite a big achievement then really isn’t it?
Baxter [23:20]: Yeah I know but I never… I didn’t really had to work with them, I just sort of pushed them away to one side. Like, just try ignoring them they tried to speaking to me. I was just like’ “yeah whatever – fuck off.”
INT [23:32]: What was the other art gallery like?
Baxter [24:49]: Well it was small. It was like a building like this. Just everywhere you looked there was a painting. The walls were painted, the floor was painted. It was quite… it was alright. Just a bit boring and stunk a bit. 
INT [25:03]: So you wouldn’t necessarily go back?
Baxter [25:04]: No.
INT [25:04]: No. 
Baxter [25:05]: It was, it was like, d’you know like hippies?
INT [25:07]: Yeah.
Baxter [25:07]: Sort of like, one of them people’s houses, where like… they just invite anyone from going, and they muffled the other one. Obviously like, they can’t just go round painting cocks and that but, you could paint like whatever you wanted to. As long as it was… it didn’t even have to be good. It, you could just paint on the walls at… as long you didn’t paint over on someone elses though if there was some spare, they just let you make a painting there.
INT [25:35]: What so you could… so did you do something when you were there? 
Baxter []:Baxter [25:37]: No. None of us was allowed ‘cos I don’t think we were like proper good. So they didn’t want us to ruin it. But they said that people just come in and paint and that, and it’s like a club. It’s like a little club house, something like that. 
INT [25:50]: Right. So, going back to the people who… so this Keith guy – is he an artist or does he work here?
Baxter {]:Baxter [25:59]: Works here.
INT [26:00]: Right and so what’s he like?
Baxter [26:01]: He’s alright. Just one of the workers here. He’s a nice… he’s nice and that. Dunno, just… it was just like… d’you know like when you’ve talked to someone’s grandad, I was speaking to him and I felt like I was like… like my friends’ grandad or someat.
INT []:INT [26:19]: Is he quite old then?
Baxter [26:20]: Yeah. He acts like a grandad as well.
INT [26:25]: And what about so Christine and people like that? So how are they different then? ‘Cos you said that were excluded from school, so I don’t know what the teachers were like at school. How would you say that the… and you said that you would come here everyday if you could. So what makes the workers here good compared to other places?
Baxter [26:44]: They’re more down to earth. They’re not… they… they’re all like, I think they’re like, they’re like adult kids. They like act a bit like kids, but do the adult stuff they need to. They do like… they’ll go through all the work but they do it like, like they’d… like if they was a kid, they’d do it like they’d want it to. Like they… I don’t know, they’re just real good at it. Like real good at working with kids. Like they know what kids like and all of the thingy and that.
INT [27:18]: So you can have a bit of a laugh with them…
Baxter [27:19]: Yeah.
INT [27:19]: …and they’re a bit more laid back.
Baxter [27:20]: Yeah, they’re not… they’re not like real strict or, real like nasty. If you do somat wrong, they’ll not have a go at you. They’d just be like; “oh. Just clean it up” or; “it’s alright, don’t worry about it.” Muffled adults.
INT [27:38]: So what about did any of the other kids kick off?
Baxter [27:42]: No, I was the only one which got angry because I… I get real angry real easy so. Like, when like, sometimes when they were proper annoying me. Oh yeah, there was kid here, a black killed called Le… I don’t even know his name. Some I can’t say that word. Black person’s name. He was the one which annoyed me the most. It’s just that not every single kid here, thought they was like better than everyone else. But they come here, walking in thinking; “oh yeah. It’s Springvale Centre” la de blah, and they’re a big fucking I am. I just didn’t like that. Obviously, someone with mouth’s bigger than me but, they just… I just get angry and I don’t really think what I say. So I just said stupid things and that. And then, they got… I just, I just don’t like any people who think that they’re big at all. Like that Kyle Somerville, you know have you ever heard of him?
INT [28:50]: No. 
Baxter [28:50]: Not even in the paper?
INT [28:51]: No. 
Baxter [28:52]: Really?
INT [28:52]: I’m not from Walsall. 
Baxter [28:54]: Aren’t you?
INT [28:54]: No. 
Baxter [28:55]: Well, anyways he walked in here, thinking he was big ‘cos he was muffled. And then, started giving… started having a go at me, because I told someone what he said. And, it started from there fucking… he’s not, I just… I just don’t shut my mouth sometimes. Which I don’t, I need to learn to do. ‘Cos Springvale’s helped with my anger management, a bit. I give them that. But they hadn’t helped it, fully. Because, they’ve gone through all the anger management stuff for me. I’ve done every single piece of work they have, but, I think they need some better anger management work than what they have at the minute. 
INT [29:38]: So it’s helped a little bit being here, but not – you can still lose it if… 
Baxter [29:42]: Yeah.
INT [29:42]: … somebody presses your triggers and your triggers are people who think…
Baxter [29:45]: Yeah.
INT [29:45]: …they’re the big I am and better than you.
Baxter [29:47]: So I think, before the Arts project, I think before that they should have made sure that everyone there met before and had a talk. But they didn’t even do that. As soon as I walked through the door, there was five or six kids there, never see them in my life and they expect me to work with them. We should have at least had an introduction day or something which… that would have helped a lot, ‘cos then I would have known who they are, we’d have been… maybe I would have understood like… if I knew who they was, and had a word with them before, but I didn’t have a clue who they was, I just walked through the door, sat down, six kids of front of me never seen before, expecting me to paint with them, talk to them, get along with them, do this work. But, I’m obviously not going to work with someone that I never met before, and…
INT [30:34]: He think’s a bit of a tit…
Baxter [30:36]: Yeah.
INT [30:37]: Yeah. Yeah. Okay, so maybe yeah feedback like would be like introductions…
Baxter [30:42]: Yeah.
INT [30:42]: …and stuff like that. Getting to know you, before you actually have to start working with other people.
Baxter [30:46]: Yeah I think next time if I do this again, like next year or whatever other time they do it, they should have an introduction. Like no, they should have like a few days, like get to know each other, and do stuff before you actually start working with them. ‘Cos it was on the first day I ever met them, started working with them, and I was like; “wow”. I’m working with a random person, stood next to them, trying to make a painting, how am I going to do that? So, it was a bit awkward anyways. That’s what I didn’t like about it, I don’t like awkwardness.
INT [31:20]: So what did you like? What was..the best bit then?
Baxter [31:22]: The best bit?
INT [31:23]: Yeah if you had to pick like two things which you really enjoyed doing when you were here?
Baxter [31:26]: Well apart from all the bad things, I think it was everyth… like I’m most things, nothing was bad about it. Apart from the coach journey to get to that place it was just… boring. That was the only thing that I didn’t like really, the rest of it was alright. I liked every other part of it. There was nowt bad about it.
INT [31:49]: So what was the best thing when you were there? If you had to pick one.
Baxter [31:53]: The best thing I liked was… the painting bit, when I was doing my paintings.
INT [32:02]: Were you splatter painting…
Baxter [32:03]: Yeah. 
INT [32:03]: …and your squiggle stuff. Okay, so if that was the best bit. Is there anything, what were you most proud of?
Baxter [32:08]: The splatter painting. ‘Cos I did two other, so.
INT [32:15]: And do you think you’ve learnt any more skills?
Baxter [32:18]: Yeah I learnt how to paint a bit better, and mix colours like. D’you know, like primary colours and secondary colours, I learnt about the – what I didn’t know before. And I was mixing and make, like different colours. Like I think blue and yellow makes green or something like that. I liked that, and… about Banksy – about his work and that he’s all over the place, and no one even knows who he is. And, yeah if you were… like that’s it really, I just learnt that. The rest of it were just me learning to co-operate with other people who I never met before. That was just on me though that, not them. They can’t help me get a long with someone, so. And that was just me try… I just had to learn for myself that. Sometimes there’s people that you don’t like, and you have to put up with them.
INT [33:11]: I think that’s quite an important skill though isn’t it. ‘Cos that’s what you had, unfortunately in life there’s always going to be people like that. You said earlier, ‘cos I’ve been writing down some notes – that your mum thought it made you “nicer” and “better”.
Baxter [33:24]: Yeah ‘cos when I come home from it, I was like; “oh yeah.” ‘Cos I always talk to my mum but when I come home from that, I used to tell her what I did, and I’ve got a good conversation with her, and I think she kind of liked that, ‘cos I don’t usually talk to her. So I was like I just come and I like; “oh yeah mum… I’ve done this, I’ve done that.” And she’s like; “that’s good, that’s good.” And it… she like used to reward me for at as well, so. Every week that I did good there, I used to get a bit more money. And that motivated me a bit more to be good here, and not… to not to miss a day. 
INT [33:54]: Yeah. Okay. So it actually gave you something to talk about…
Baxter []:Baxter [33:59]: Yeah.
INT [33:59]: …’cos in the past if you’re just out not doing anything, and you’d come back, and she’s like; “what you been doing” you’d be like; “nothing” – that’s probably the end of the conversation. 
Baxter [34:07]: Yeah.
INT [34:07]: If you’d come back after this, and you were like; “oh I’ve been spray painting, I’ve been splatter this, that….”
Baxter [34:12]: Yeah, there’s a lot to talk about, ‘cos we did someat different every day. Might have done to same sort of style thing, but like every day we did someat… diff… oh yeah we made cardboard houses as well. 
INT [34:26]: What about the music bit that you mentioned?
Baxter [34:29]: Well there was like a guy up here with a lap top, and you could like pick a song, and he goes like remix the song. But then, someone – I don’t know who it was, they did a rap or someat, muffled. You could do loads of different stuff with the music man. You could make it… remix the song, you can make a new song. You could make a song, you could just do anything really. He just had everything sat in front here, like right there with all the equipment like, the keyboard, the computer with all the stuff. It was real good like, you could just put, change your song completely, or you could sing if you really wanted to and then put that in the song. That was one of my most favourite bits as well.
INT [35:14]: So what did you do?
Baxter [35:16]: I did made a song. I remixed a song. 
INT [35:19]: Okay, what song did you remix?
Baxter [35:21]: I can’t even remember. But, it want that good but, I can’t remember what song it was. But I did that. It wasn’t even that hard though you just. I don’t know. All I had to do was like, put it like underneath it, like quieter – I can’t describe it but it want hard. 
INT [35:40]: Right. So would you do it again next time?
Baxter [35:53]: If I was here next year, I would 110% do it. ‘Cos it’s also since like, it’s Christmas, and after this I get £80. I have no money at the minute so I can buy mum a Christmas present.
INT [36:06]: So is that what your going to do?
Baxter [36:07]: Yeah. So…
INT [36:07]: Right when you get voucers… what are you going to get her? ‘Cos you can get anything  can’t you? Just like…
Baxter [36:11]: Yeah I was going to get her some Opium until I looked at the price of that and I was like oooh.
INT [36:15]: Some Opium?
Baxter [36:16]: Yeah. Perfume. 
INT [36:18]: Oh perfume. I was going to say.
Baxter [36:20]: I was like; “oooh, that’s a bit too expensive.”
INT [36:22]: How much is it?
Baxter [36:24]: Like £50.
INT [36:25]: That is a lot yeah.
Baxter [36:26]: And then, I might just get her some slippers, a dressing gown and a thingy. Whatever you… what else and some chocolate.  I get her some slippers and a dressing gown, and what… I don’t know what mums like, so. 
INT [36:41]: That sounds good. Like what you’ve said.
Baxter [36:44]: What would you buy your mum?
INT [36:46]: What am I buying my mum? What does she want? She want’s stuff for her nails. She wants like nail varnish…
Baxter [36:52]: Uh.
INT [36:52]: Like manicure set… oh perfume.
Baxter [36:55]: My mum thinks that’s shit that. 
INT [36:57]: Does she?
Baxter [36:57]: Yeah.
INT [36:58]: You’re better off asking her, just for some ideas. 
Baxter [37:01]: Yeah I have asked her, she just wants slippers. 
INT [37:03]: Well there you go… you know what size she is? Make sure you get her the right size.
Baxter [37:05]: Yeah she’s a size 6.5. Because she’s the same size shoe as me, but I’m a size extra.
INT [37:11]: Right, okay. So that’s good. So you’re going to get your Christmas presents sorted. What are you going to do in the future? So I know at the moment you’re at that school – what would you like to do when you finish it?
Baxter [37:22]: Be a social worker.
INT [37:23]: Right oh yeah you said that at the beginning. So what do you think you need to do in order to be a Social Worker?
Baxter [37:28]: Well I need to do Health and Social Care first. And after I go college, then I have to go University. And then I’ve got the job. Well, might get the job. Well I probably will if I do. If I go for what like.
INT [37:41]: Okay so how easy do you think that’s going to be? Like…
Baxter [37:43]: Real hard. ‘Cos I can’t even concentrate on one thing, never mind writing a big essay on social working. I don’t even know the first thing about it yet, but I want to be one. So, I have a lot of work to do and even, I had one lesson on it, so. It’s quite big, big ask, but.
INT [38:05]: So the first bit is to do your, well get these – yeah get your English and your maths and stuff like that isn’t it?
Baxter [38:12]: Mmm.
INT [38:13]: So how far off do you think you are with those?
Baxter [38:18]: Get my English and maths. Well I used to be real… I’m good at maths and Eng… not English that much, but – good at maths. So I’m easily going to pass my maths. I’m at least going to get a C. But, English… wooah. Nah. Nah. Not passing that 100%. That’s one thing I can’t do. I can’t… I can read but, I struggle reading. That’s the only thing.  
INT [38:44]: What about your homework and stuff like that – do you ever do anything at home?
Baxter [38:47]: I don’t get homework. 
INT [38:49]: Do you not?
Baxter [38:49]: No, at our place you don’t get homework, muffled. Because, it’s the lowest of the low school at the end of the day, they don’t expect muffled from the kids. So all the… they don’t… they don’t give you much, like work. You do your work in the lessons, and that’s it. They don’t… they don’t give you… which I’m quite happy about. 
INT [39:07]: I was going to say would it… if they gave you stuff would you do it?
Baxter [39:11]: No. So. I don’t have time to do it. I have… I’m… well I do, but… I don’t. I have better things to do than write on a piece of paper – what’s two add two on that?
INT [39:23]: So what would you be doing then at home? So what would you be doing instead?
Baxter [39:27]: I don’t stay… I’m hardly at home. I’m always out, so. Muffled we had all the choice to go muffled… it was raining. Which, I don’t mind snow, but if it’s raining that’s the only day when I don’t go out. So I don’t really have much time to do my homework.
INT [39:46]: So, and what about youth offending? So you’ve said that you were on a Referral Order. Have you had any… and that started when?
Baxter [39:56]: That started… well, eight months ago from… twen… what month is it today, December?
INT [40:04]: Yeah.
Baxter [40:24]: …and I got another… got another four months on top of that because I did another thing.
INT [40:28]: And was the other things that you did after the Arts project? Or before?
Baxter [40:33]: After. Like, it was only like… four month ago, three or four weeks ago – three weeks ago, want even that long ago. 
INT [40:41]: What that you went to court again?
Baxter [40:43]: Yeah. But, in my defence – it want my fault, so. I shouldn’t even be here, it should be the other lad. Well I should be doing this 1-1 but, I shouldn’t have to come to Springvale Centre anymore.
INT [41:00]: Right, so who’s fault was it?
Baxter [41:08]: Nah…
INT [41:09]: Not yours.
Baxter [41:10]: No (quietly).
INT [41:11]: So I don’t need… ‘cos I don’t as I said, don’t know Walsall, don’t know anybody here, but what… so you say that that was a bit of an accident that…
Baxter [41:19]: Yeah.
INT [41:19]: …or not…
Baxter [41:20]: …I just made a tiny mistake. 
INT [41:22]: Right so what about the future then do you think? ‘Cos some people are like; “right that’s it, I’m never going to get in trouble again.” Others are like; “right, well if I’m with my mates, I think… I don’t think before I do things.” But some are dead adamant though, that’s it. That’s; “I’m not going to…”
Baxter [41:38]: I’m more like, even if I’m on my own, like I get myself into trouble. It’s not my friends who do it. It’s me. ‘Cos like, I don’t know I don’t think about things. Even if I’m walking down the street on my own, right, I don’t know, I just get myself in trouble. I can’t… no point in like going in detail like, just do. I don’t know how people say they get their friends… their friends get them in trouble because, you’re… your thingy for your own actions aren’t you?
INT [42:05]: Yeah.
Baxter [42:05]: Responsible for what you do.
INT [42:07]: Mmm. So do you believe it? Some people don’t. Some people think…
Baxter [42:11]: Yeah I do, I believe that. You’re 110% responsible for your actions. If I walk down the street and rob the bike it’s my fault, and no one else’s fault. They didn’t… they can’t force me to rob it. 
INT [42:24]: Right, okay. Fab. Thank you. That’s it.
 [END].
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